Politecnico di Milano
Scuola di Architettura e Societa
Dipartimento di Architettura e Studi Urbani

Thematic Studio “Edgelands and Urban Agriculture”

Corinna Morandi, Fabrizio Leoni, Andrea Rolando,

Tutors:
Matteo Paracchini, Paola Sturla

Urban Design studio

Edgelands and urban Agriculture

Berlin, April 29th - May 3rd, 2013
ANCB AEDES NETWORK CAMPUS_Berlin



Learning from Berlin

1 studio
Edgelands and Urban Agriculture
2 7 students 12 nationalities

The emerging of the themes of edgelands and urban
agriculture, focused on a new consideration of the role
of the spaces in-between the urban and the rural, and on
the relationships city/agriculture or production/
consumption/leisure, draws the attention of planners,
urban and Tandscape designers towards a specific
interest 1n those open spaces, which play economic,
spatial, ecological and social roles.



Berlin

woltersdorf

Experiencing urban and territorial scale



Experiencing urban and territorial scale:
Carl Marx Allee, Kopenick, Rahnsdorf, the forest, woltersdorf



MiTlano

Corbetta

A similar situation 1n Milan



Interacting with nature






Productive landscape









woltersdorf



woltersdorf, the town center



Corbetta, the town center



woltersdorf

Erkner, the railway station



Corbetta, the railway station



From Woltersdorf to Rahnsdorf through the forest along the tramway



From Corbetta to Milano through the countryside along a canal



woltersdorf



working 1n woltersdorf

« Experiencing the territorial Relationships

« Readig the topography of the site

« Interacting with each tree

« Thinking about social 1ife, leisure and urban agriculture

« Understanding what typologies may be suitable






























SEE GARTEN
GEHAUSE

spontaneous |iving, informal design
and urban agricuﬂure

A proposa| for the Community of Woltersdorf in the outskirts of Berlin
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RURAL OR NOT?

How is going to be our life in the next 20 or even less years?

The conflict between agricu|’cura| and urban territories is changing in a o|ia|ogue, Finding again a dimension of

coexistence and collaboration.

G. Berengo Gardin, Asciano, Siena, 1961.



WHAT IS NEEDED?

People need to be re-linked with the natural features, a replacement in the grouno|.
Urban Agricu|ture plays a key role in two g|oba| cha”enges: urbanization and food security.

|t can make an important contribution to a sustainable urban o|eve|opment and creation and maintenance of

multifunctional urban |anc|scapes.

During the past years this process happened spontaneous|y from peop|e's needs and demands.

Drinzessinnengarten, Ber|in, 2012.



WHAT IS NEEDED?

“The garo/en doesn 't 59/0/757 fo anyone, we manage /1, but anyone who wants fo, can participalte, because the goa/ /s to
oro vide /oca/é/ proo/uceo/ organic Vegefaé/es to the peo,o/e who live in the oﬁ’sz‘r/'ai and, promote community work and

the revival of organic agr/'a/é‘ure traditions which have been iécgoz‘fen in cities ke Berlin.”

fobert 5%3144 pr/hzess/hnengarfen.; founder and coordinator

Drinzessinnengarten, Ber|in, 2013.



URBAN SPACES AS A PLATFORM
FOR THE HAPPY DEGROWTH

the Decrease is the reduction of the ,oroo/ucz‘/bn and the consumption of the gooaé, which dont have uz‘/#z‘/ - also
called as 71//7/ gooo{s‘ " it consists in the reduction of the energetic and non -energelic wastes. [he achievement of this
oé/écz‘/ve depends very much on fecﬁno/og/és ‘development. aimed to both a reduction of materials and energetic

waste o/ur/'ng the process ot ‘production as well as to the reduction of the products that are wasted when they fall into

’”

disuse.

Maurizio Pallante

Baby eating a homemade yogurt with mummy in front of a laptop.



EDUCATION AND HORTICULTURE THERAPY

“Io lve z‘ogez%er in the world means essenf/é/é/ that a world of . z%/}?gs /s between those who have it in common, as a

table is located between those who sit around it- the world ke every /h-éefween, relates and separates men at the

r”

same time.
Daniel Kemmis

“These commons are the spaces that ex,oano/ and o/ee,oen cultural and eco/og/'ca/ vision and mold C/'t‘/'zensﬁ/,b 7

Brian Donabue

Baby p|aying ina garden, 2013.



EDUCATION AND HORTICULTURE THERAPY

Therapeutic or hea|ing garo|ens and green spaces of many kinds are becoming l<ey elements in the clesign of

hospi’ca|s, assisted |iving facilities and nursing homes.

Horticultural Jcherapy Is a time-proven practice. The American Horticulture Therapy Association defines
horticulture thera py as, 3 jprocess uf/%'Z/hg ,0[9/71‘5 and horticultural activities to /mprove 506/;'7'/ ea/ucaf/'ona/

psycAo/og/ca/ and pA)/s/ca/ ao//l/.sz‘menf of, persons thus improving their éooﬁ; mind and. sprrit. "
The use of p|ace in educational contexts not on|y provio|es students with l<now|ec|ge and uno|ers’cano|ing of a

par’cicu|ar p|ace, but also communicates that the land has va|ue, that students’ experience outside the classrom have

va|ue, and that students own persona| l<now|eo|ge has value.

Couple in their garden, 1998.



HUMAN SCALE AS A UNIVERSAL STARTING POINT

‘Cities are the places where people meet to exchange ideas, trade, or simply relax and enjoy themselves. A citys
public domain — its streets, squares, and parks — is the stage and the catalyst for these activities. Jan Gehl the doyen
of public- space design, has a deep understanding of how we use the public domain and offers us the tools we need
to improve the desjgn of public spaces and| as a consequence, the quality of our lives in cities.

Lveryone should have the right to easily accessible open spaces, just as they have a right to clean water. Everyone
should be able to see a tree from their window, or to sit on a bench close to their home with a play space for children,
or to walk to a park within ten minutes. Well-desjgned nejghborhoods inspire the people who live in them, whilst
poorly desjgned cities brutalize their citizens. As Jan says: “We shape cities, and they shape us.”

Lord Richard Kogers, Ffrom introduction to Ciities for peo,o/e 5)/ Jan Geh/

Marc Riboud, Shangai, 2005.



SHAPING THE CITIES TO SHAPE US

The close connection between people’s use of city space, the quality of city space and o|egree of concern for the
human dimension is a genera| pattern that can be shown at all scales.
Just as cities can invite city life, there are many examples of how the renovation of a sing|e space or even change in

furniture and details can invite people to a totally new pattern of use.

G. Berengo Gardin, Monaco, 1965.



SPONTANEOUS LIVING

Venice has every’ching: dense city structure, short wa”<ing o|is’cances, beautiful courses of space, high clegree of

mixed use, active grouncl ﬂoors, distinguished architecture and care1[u||y clesigneo| details - and all on human scale.

How can [ desjgn it/ do not know what the end results will be like? Is a trequent complaint. Why would you need to

O/E’S{gﬂ /}[ you 84’ eaoﬁ/ éﬂé’W.? /S‘ my resporse. ’
John Habraken in Spontaneous Citres éy Urbhan Desjgn

Giovanni Nardi, Venezia, 2010.



FREE INSTEAD
OVER REGULATED PLANNING

CREATE YOUR SPACE
SELF-ORGANIZED CITY BASED ON YOUR NEEDS
WITHOUT
TOO MUCH BUROCRACY

CHOOSING YOUR
OWN LIFESTYLE

FLEXIBILITY IN TIME



INDIVIDUAL CREATIVITY

CULTURAL AND INNOVATION JOB

EXCHANGE GENERATOR

O INTERGENERATIONAL
RELCATIONSHIPS
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INDIPENDENT OF LARGE PROVIDERS
OF ENERGY, WATER AND WASTE TREATMENT.

GREEN AND GARDEN
TO IMPROVE LIFE QUALITY

NETWORK OF ENERGY, FOOD, JOB,
SKILLS EXCHANGE.

SELF MENAGEMENT
OF RESOURCES

FOOD PRODUCTION




CONCLUSIONS

‘Cities have the capability of pro V/'of'ng somez%/hg for everybody, only because, and only when they are created by
everybody’

../5/76' .196 065

With the aim of shaping a spontaneous city we need to consider four important princip|es:

ZOOM IN
SUPERVISE OPEN DEVELOPMENTS
CREATE COLLECTIVE VALUES
BE USER-ORIENTED

With those premises we present our project, that it's more a proposal for a FLEXIBLE URBAN PLANNING,
gralfted onto the POWER of PRIVATE INITIATIVES.

Our answer to the instant city and the economical crisis is the SPONTANEOUS CITY.

This is an opportunity for another practice with a new investment |ogic:

A CONCEPT, OPEN TO INDIVIDUAL INTERPRETATION.

In reaction to the current economical crisis, we need to scrutinise our p|anning strategies. Instead onust ma|<ing

cut-backs or cleolucing cost, we should be Focusing on weighing the value of the environment and on mo|oi|ising

SMALLER BUDGETS ona LARGER SCALE.



BERLIN AND GARDEN SENSIBILITY

Berlin will host the 2017 ‘Internationale Garten Ausste”ung’ (|GA), Germany’s world horticultural exhibition that
will be held at the site of Berlin's former airport Tempe||'101[.

The expo is set to become the engine behind the future o|eve|opment of the Tempe”wof parl( which will become

known by a wide audience and will make Berlin even greener and more attractive.

Berling maquette of reconstruction, 2013.



LIVING A RENEWING CITY

From the water garden to the urban farm, from forest to park: 2017 Berlin becomes an international showcase for

the diversity, beauty and transformational power of contemporary garden and landscape design.

This can be the right occasion to sensitise the people about this topic and the perfect scenario to the project and

policies proposed in this research.

Open air lessons, Berlin, 2013.



WHAT ABOUT THE COUNTRYSIDE?

Schéneicne, Riudersdorf and Woltersdorf are three towns Just outside the eastern city border of Ber|in, in the
|_andkreis of Markisch Oo|er|ancJ, which is part of the state of Brandenburg. Together tney have a popu|ation of
approx. 35,000.

These towns are linked to Berlin S-Bahn stations via two tram lines that are independent from the Berlin tram
network. The town of Woltersdorf an der ScHeuse, it's become popu|ar for being Germany’s smallest town with an

own tram.

Passing by the forest and cultivated lands, the journey from the town to the city offers a complete view of the

outskirts of Berlin throw the countryside.

Connections from Berlin to Woltersdorf



THE TOWN OF WOLTERSDORF

The town was founded in 1240 by 14 I(arming and sailors families.

Rich in natural and built interesting features, the town s’crugg|es to become a p|ace to live rather than Just Ioeing

an habitat for people working in the metropolis, it has potential on many levels: it has a protected landscape (a

dune, two lakes, national park...),sites and empty bui|o|ings for development, growing population and excellent
infrastructural equipment. It is also part of a “Ortsverband” which is a regiona| community network of four

townships to streng’chen inter-communal strategies on political and p|anning levels.

The community itself asked to the Architecture Forum Aedes a new proposal for a residential area, requiring a

change inside their town especially in terms of people relationships.

Woltersdorf top view, 2008.



PROPOSAL FOR A NEW MODEL OF LIVING




























































WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE?

7 do not even know ¥ these /'oés really have to do with architecture... A)/'s%/ng rhetoric, / state that the imagery which
emerges Ffrom this work, with its over/70W/}7g vitality and ,oa/h/{// /t seems to me to indiicate a researchs perspective
much more fertile and /4’/'6'/70/4/ of those, too arid and formatted, currently architecturally ofcial /'oées. / would be
honored to consider m)/se/ a student of the Asinitas school”

Giracomo Borella

Mode|, Ecomostro Ao|o|omes’ticato, Studio A“oori, 2008.

Renzo Piano, Thomson Factory, France, 1988-1990.



THANK YOU
GRAZIE

RN

Detail of Model, Ecomostro Addomesticato, Studio Albori, 2008.
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