
Every City has the ability to include and exclude through 
the way that it values and employs its own unique cultural 
identity through they way it values and employs its own 
unique cultural identity through its rich and diverse history of 
war, propaganda, social and political reformations. Berlin is 
a city that is still coming to terms with its own physical and 

cultural territories and yet revelling in the uncertainty of its 
future. The Kulturforum, the site of focus of the studio, is a 
place that expresses all of these traits and qualities. In the 
attempt to revitalise the city’s arts and cultural precinct, the 
design proposal seeks to live up to the essence of a culture 
forum by providing a landscape in which conversation takes 
place. 
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CORRIDORS
BERLIN IS AN URBAN METROPOLIS WITH A LARGE 
POPULATION THAT IS ALWAYS ON THE MOVE. THE STREETS, 
ROADS, HIGHWAYS, SUBWAYS, BICYCLE LANES AND 
PEDESTRIAN LANEWAYS SERVE AS ACTIVE CORRIDORS AND 
SPACES IN WHICH CONVERSATION TAKES PLACE. LIKENED 
TO THE BODY, THESE CORRIDORS  SUPPLY THE CITY WITH A 
RICH AND DIVERSE CULTURAL IDENTITY AND FORM PART OF 
BERLIN’S UNIQUE URBAN MORPHOLOGY. 
WITH A CITY THAT HOLDS AS MUCH SIGNIFICANCE IN 
HISTORY AND CULTRE AS BERLIN, THESE CORRIDORS ARE 
PHYSICAL ARCHIVES WHICH EMBODY THE CULTURE AND 
SPIRIT OF THE CITY.

ARCHIPELAGO
THOUGH MANY IDENTIFY  ALEXANDERPLATZ 
AND POSTDAMER PLATZ AS BEING BERLIN’S 
CITY CENTRES, THE CITY IS IN FACT MORE OF AN 
ARCHIPELAGO OF DISTRICTS AND CLUSTERS OF 
CULTURAL COMMUNITIES EACH WITH ITS OWN 
UNIQUE IDENTITY. EVIDENT IN THE WAY ITS CULTURAL 
PRECINCTS AND PROGRAMS ARE SCATTERED 
ACROSS THE CITY, BERLIN’S IDENTITY IS ONE THAT IS 
PHYSICALLY FRAGMENTED BUT COVERTLY UNIFIED. 

AIDED BY THE EXTENSIVE NETWORKS OF CORRIDORS, ONE 
STUMBLES UPON POCKETS OF CULTURE AND ACTIVITY 
CENTRES THROUGHOUT THE CITY. 

HACKESCHE HOFE IS ONE OF IF NOT BERLIN’S MOST 
NOTABLE COMPLEX WHICH IS ESSENTIALLY AN 
ARCHIPELAGO OF PROGRAMS THAT CONSISTS OF 
RESIDENTIAL APARTMENTS, CRAFTS, TRADE AND CULTURE.

COURTYARDS
IN GERMANY, THE TERM CORRESPONDING TO 
TENEMENT IS MIETSKASERNE (RENTAL BARRACKS) 
AND THE CITY MOST WELL KNOWN FOR THIS IS 
BERLIN. REFERRED TO AS THE LARGEST TENEMENT 
CITY IN THE WORLD. THE COURTYARD BLOCKS 
WERE BUILT IN RESPONSE TO A RAPID INCREASE 
IN POPULATION BETWEEN 1860 AND 1914, A 
SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE CITY’S URBAN FABRIC 
CONSISTS OF THIS BUILDING TYPOLOGY. THESE 
BUILDINGS ARE ALMOST ALWAYS 5 STOREYS HIGH 
DUE TO THE MUNDATED MAXIMUM HEIGHT BY THE 
STATE’S BUILDING REGULATIONS. 

LANDSCAPE
SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE CITY ARE A LARGE 
NUMBER OF PUBLIC SPACES AND PARKS WHICH 
CONTRIBUTES TOWARDS BERLIN’S OPENESS AND 
SENSE OF PUBLIC DEMOCRACY DESPITE IT BEING 
SOMEHWAT DENSELY POPULATED WITH ITS TENEMENT 
BLOCKS. 

OFTEN THE SITE OF PUBLIC EVENTS, GIGS AND 
FESTIVALS, THESE PARKS AND OPEN SPACES ARE SEEN 
TO BE PLACES OF CULTURAL ACTIVITIES. AS THESE 
PROGRAMS ARE OFTEN SPONTANEOUS AND AD HOC, 
THEY FORM AN IMPORTANT PART OF BERLIN’S IDENTITY.

THESE COURTYARD HOUSING BLOCKS ARE 
OBSERVABLY VERY LARGE AND ARE IN THEMSELVES 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITIES. THE LARGEST AND 
MOST FAMOUS OF THESE WAS MEYERS HOF IN 
GESUNDBRUNNEN WHICH AT THE TIME HOUSED UP 
TO 2000 PEOPLE. 

THE COURTYARD/TENEMENT BLOCKS, THOUGH MADE 
TO ACCOMMODATE THE LOWER CLASS, FOSTER 
INTERACTION THROUGH ITS PLANNING, PERMIT 
NATURAL LIGHT AND HAVE GOOD CROSS VENTILATION 
THAT REGULATES TEMPERATURES ALL YEAR ROUND. 

SIMIILAR TO MELBORUNE TO SOME EXTENT, BERLIN 
IS A CITY IDENTITFIED THROUGH ITS SPACES, 
PLACES AND VOIDS, AND NOT WITH ITS FUNCTIONAL 
AND PROGRAMMATIC PREOCCUPATIONS. IT IS THIS 
QUALITY THAT MAKES THE LANDSCAPE DIVERSE AND 
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE.
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LEGEND

A. STUDIO COURTYARD
B. STUDIO ROOMS
C. VOID LANDSCAPE GARDEN
D. VOID CIRCULATION CORRIDOR
E. BLACK BOX THEATRE
F. BACK OF HOUSE
G. TOILETS

LEGEND

A. STUDIO COURTYARD
B. STUIDO SERVICE CORE
C. VOID LANDSCAPE GARDEN
D. VOID CIRCULATION CORRIDOR
E. UPPER VIEWING GALLERY
F. PRE-FUNCTION AREA
G. SEATING PODS

LEGEND

A. OPEN EXHIBITION SPACE
B. OBSERVATION LEVEL
C. LIFT CORE
D. LECTURE HALL 1
E. LECTURE HALL 2
F. PRE-FUNCTION AREA
G. RECEPTION

LOWER GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
1:500

ANCB FIRST FLOOR PLAN
1:500

ANCB SECOND FLOOR PLAN
1:500

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
 1:500

H. LIFT CORE
I. RAMP FROM SIGISMUNDSTRASSE
J. TOILETS
K. EXHIBITION SPACE
L. GALLERY COURTYARD
M GALLERY SHOP
N. STAIRS TO GROUND FLOOR GALLERY

H. ANCB OFFICE
I. TOILET BLOCK

H. LIFT CORE
I. RAMP FROM SIGISMUNDSTRASSE
J. PUBLIC SEATING STEPS
K. PUBLIC AMPHITHEATRE
L. GALLERY COURTYARD
M SERVICE AND TICKETING DESK
N. CLOAK ROOM

O. TOILETS
P.  EXHIBITION SPACE
Q. OPEN EXHIBITION SPACE
R. RECEPTION
S. TOILETS
T. CAFE COURTYARD
U. PLANTERS AND BENCHES

Acknowledging that we as individuals cannot possibly 
share the same values that may define what is inclusionary 
or exclusionary, it is my beleif that design should see 
conversation as a means to bring about social and cultural 
exchange. In this light, conversation here can be seen as a 
mechanism that drives what is to be included or excluded 

and thus forms the basis upon which a city is related or 
identified with. 
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SHORT SECTION 1:500

SHORT SECTION IN CONTEXT

ST MATTHEW’S 
FORECOURT

FOOTBRIDGE 
LINK TO NEUE 

NATIONALEGALERIE

LEGEND

A. LANDSCAPE STRUCTURE
B. MECHANICAL/PLANT ROOMS
C. CAFE & RESTAURANTS
D. FOOTBRIDGE LINK
E. LECTURE HALL
F. ANCB RECEPTION & SERVICE DESK
G. VOID LANDSCAPE GARDEN
H. ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH
I. STUDIO LIFT CORE
J. STUDIO SPACE

RAMP INTO VOID FROM 
SIGISMUNDSTRASSE

ANCB MAIN BUILDING

OBSERVATION 
FLOOR

PUBLIC EXHIBITION 
SPACE

BLACK BOX THEATRE

UPPER FLOOR VIEWING 
GALLERY

VOID CORRIDOR

POINT OF ENTRY 
(ARTIST/DESIGN STUDIO)

STUDIO COURTYARD OPEN LANDSCAPE
(FACING PHILHARMONIE)

TRAVERSABLE ROOFTOP 
LANDSCAPE

LONG SECTION IN CONTEXT

LONG SECTION 1:500

COLLONADE/CORRIDOR DESIGN STUDIO CORRIDOR
ROOFTOP BAR/CAFE

SUNKEN POSTDAMER 
STRASSE

CYCLIST AND 
PEDESTRIAN 

(POSTDAMER STRASSE)

SEATING AND BENCHES
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SECTIONAL PERSPECTIVE 

The design proposal is a product of a process of critical and 
rigorous interrogation of urban qualities and characteristics 
of the city of Berlin. Based on the analysis of the city’s urban 
fabric and plan, four design strategies (1) The Corridor, (2) 
The Archipelago, (3) The Courtyard and (4) The Landscape, 
were employed to develop an integrated landscape design 
which houses an international design and architectural 

forum  (ANCB). Laneways and streets which cut through 
the building serve as conversational corridors much like the 
collonades of the Agora were intended for. As a result, the 
building’s core programs and spaces are fragmented into an 
archipelago of activities much like the way Berlin’s cultural 
districts are scattered throughout the city. 
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THE COURTYARD

THE LANDSCAPE

CROSS-SITE LINKAGE

2. AN INCLUSIVE SPACE1. CROSS-SITE LINKAGE
AND MOVEMENT

2. DETERMINANT AXES VIA TRAFFIC
 ANALYSIS AND OBSERVATIONS

3. DESIGN PROGRAMMING LOGIC AND 
RESULTANT AXES OF CONVERSATION.

1. LINKING THE EXISTING KULTURFORUM 
BUILDINGS. TWO MAJOR AXES 
GENERATED FROM GREATEST SPANNING 
DISTANCES.

A. BERLIN PHILHARMONIE
B. STATE LIBRARY
C. NEUE NATIONALEGALERIE
D. ST MATTHEW’S
E. GEMALDEGALERIE 

A. TIER GARDEN
B. POSTDAMER PLATZ
C. SPREE RIVER
D. NEUE NATIONALEGALERIE
E. WISSENSCHAFTSZENTRUM

A. STUDIO
B. CAFE
C. PUBLIC THEATRE
D. GALLERY
E. BLACK BOX THEATRE
F. ANCB 

OPENESS     PHYSICAL CONNECTION     HAN SCHAROUN PLAN (LANDSCAPE)      VISUAL CONNECTIVITY

3. FLEXIBLE 
PROGRAMMING

5. PERMITTANCE OF 
NATURAL LIGHT

4. A BUILDING TYPOLOGY 
FOR CONVERSATION

6. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
SPACES

A. A. A.
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C.
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KULTURFORUM BUILDINGS - 

1. BERLIN PHILHARMONIE
2. BERLIN STATE LIBRARY
3. NEUE NATIONALE GALERIE
4. WISSENSCHAFTSZENTRUM

FRAGMENTED SITE 

- VEHICULAR AND TRAFFIC OBSTRUCTIONS
- SITE LEVEL INCONSISTENCIES
- VISUAL OBSTRUCTIONS

NEW PLANNING PROPOSITION

1. SINK POSTDAMER STRASSE
2. REROUTE TRAFFIC ROUTES
3. ELIMINATE VEHICULAR ACCESS TO SITE

A SINGLE LANDMASS

- PHYSICALLY CONENCTED SITE
- PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLIST ACCESS ONLY

A LEVELED SITE

- LEVEL INCONSISTENCIES RESOLVED
- PUBLIC SPACE AND COURTYARD CREATED
- COHERENT AND LEGIBLE SITE

SITES OF CONCERN

- OPEN CAR PARKS DISRUPT THE SITE’S LEGIBILITY
- FRONT OF STATE LIBRRAY IN BAD CONDITION
- OVERALL NON COHESIVE

1.

2.

5. KUNSTBIBLIOTHEK
6. GEMALDEGALERIE
7. KUNSTGEWERBEMUSEUM
8 ST MATTHEW’S CHURCH

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

The courtyard typology takes its form from the tenement 
housing block in which most of Berlin is made up of. Finally, 
the Landscape, which seeks to subdue the presence 
of an architectural intervention, serves as both a public 
space and recognises the importance of a landscape that 
Hans Scharoun had employed but hasn’t fulfilled in his 

masterplan of conversation to occur. One that is neither a 
field nor a building, one that represent’s the city’s populace 
in conversation.

- A conversation is a dialogue, not a monolgue. That’s why there are so few 
good conversations: due to scarcity, two intelligent talkers seldom meet. - 
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HIGH ART CONTROVERSIAL

WEATHERING
(NATURE)

POLICIES
(GOVERNMENT)

(SOCIAL)

DEGENERATE

- HIGHLY CURATED
- WELL MAINTAINED
- PRIVATELY OWNED
- ELISTIST
- EXCLUSIVE
- RARE

- CURATED
- MAINTAINED
- MOSTLY PRIVATELY 
OWNED
- PAY TO VIEW
- LIMITED/RARE

- SEMII PUBLIC/PRIVATE
- SELDOM MAINTAINED
- ACCESSIBLE
- CONTROVERSIAL
- COMMON
- CONSTANTLY 
CHANGING

- PUBLIC
- NO MAINTENANCE
- UNRECOGNISABLE
- DEGENERATE
- DIRTY
- UNPLEASANT
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The East Side Gallery is a 1.3KM stretch of the remains of the Berlin Wall and 
is now commemorated as a memorial of freedom. The wall consists of over 
105 paintings and art pieces from both local and international artists. Today 
it is considered to be the largest and longest-lasting open air gallery in the 
world which documents and expresses euphoria and freedom. Since 1989, 
a number of restoration projects have been undertaken to restore many of 
the significant murals which have since been vandalised. The gallery has 

been protected by the artists and individual sponsors/supporters. 
The fine line between what is public and private is what itnerests me and 
eventually led me to the development of my concept - Conversation. The 
gallery is neither overtly controlled and dictated such as a government 
building nor is it totally disregarded. The provokes converstation which is 
key to creating culture and the development of an integrated city. 
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