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INTRODUCTION

Testing the concept of Resilience

Within a context of economic anxieties, environmental
concerns on the future, demographic pressures and po-
litical unpredictability spatial planning increasingly find
itself positioned in the role of speculating scenarios that
would map the impacts of these unpredictable drivers in
the future cities.

Yet while scenario making is a key method to understand
the implications on space of such uncertain futures it cer-
tainly lacks a critical position regarding the role cities can
do not only to prepare for the difficult moments but also
to value the role of existing resources that could be acti-
vated in the case of such unwanted events. Cities should
be interested beyond surviving targets; they should be
able to confront the uncertain futures with the help and
support of their own devices. After a degree of pressure
they should be able to resist it, and to a great extent they
should be able to return to their original state.

Resilience as a concept to explore the qualities and
characteristics of cities that make them more robust

to resist unexpected events becomes a useful term, an
exemplary concept that planners could use to test their
the capacities of cities and buildings to absorb dramatic
change without losing their essential elements and
identity, something that is close to resilience original
meaning: adjective (of a substance or object) able to
recoil or spring back into shape after bending, stretch-
ing, or being compressed. The exercise works therefore
on thinking and exploring the meaning of resilience in
architecture and urban planning.

Strategies:
There are multiple ways to achieve resilience but the
goals should be clarified. The planner Thomas Sieverts



ANALYSIS

mentions the following:

- Prevention by source longevity

- Ease of reparability by mistake kindness

-Mitigate the discrepancy between the built structure
and longevity. Nondurable speed of uses by redundancy
-Terms of openness and space savings due to multiple
encodings

-Energy savings from favourable constellations of space
and building designs.

The target of this workshop is to explore new methods to
test resilience on cities and to contribute for the expan-
sion of concepts that are useful as tools to improve the
resilience of cities.

The region of Branderburg as a case study

The workshop will test its different application on the
region of Branderburg. The planning authorities have
drafted strategies that point out areas of interest and
have decided to improve them as a mechanism to make
them attractive for citizens and investors alike. This is
done following the slogan ‘strengthening strengths’. Yet
the region is already under stress from several vectors:
demography, economy, and environment. It therefore
offers challenging cases to speculate on its future. For
example, from a demographic perspective while the city
capital stays stable in the forecasted scenarios, the im-
mediate city ring (Berlin Umland) seems become stronger
and more dynamic. Yet the rest of the region or its outer
periphery encounters a likely shrinkage of population
from 1.9 million in 1990 to 1.2 million expected for 2030.
As economic boom years are questioned, investment
meanwhile cannot be evenly distributed if it does want
to create change. This means that cities, villages and
regions will be either benefited or become more isolated
6

from the dynamics of the whole. In this sense resilience
as a word to inspire the disconnected and potentially
isolated places to embrace another type of urbanism is
needed. What sort of shortages of labour, deficits and
stress in the provision of social services and infrastruc-
ture become crucial to remain in the map.

Sketches of a method

How to achieve resilience requires research of formats:
thinking, doing and discussing can be useful. The con-
cept is explored through a varieties of stressful scenarios
with different degrees of intensities .The stress tests

are a concept borrowed from economy where resilience
is proven during crisis scenario planning called ‘stress
tests’.

The stress tests chosen are:

1. Stress Test 1: Demography / Labour Shortage

2. Stress Test 2: Economy / Increased Privatization

3. Stress Test 3: Environment / Climate change

Sites:

5 cities or villages were chosen including the 5 planning
regions of Brandenburg. The test is done within a 1x1 km
area.



Welcome to Beelitz
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The town of Beelitz, located 50 km south-west

of Berlin is famous for it's precious white asparagus

farms. Spring months from April to June are the
busiest here, with harvesting and festivality,

they also bring most of income to the city. After the
end of asparagus Beelitz turns into an empty and de-

pressing place.

Beelitz consists of a medieval old city center and a
spread of new developements, located mostly north

of the historic structur . It is surrounded by

grasslands and farms that begin just where the town

ends. The edge between urban structure and

landscape is very sharp.




Welcome to Beelitz

Lila Athanasiadou, Pola Czynczyk, Joshua Harrex

e

S

10



Labour Shortage
Stress test #1_demography

Highway
il '

12

13/11/2012

resilience through ENGAGEMENT
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14/11/2012

Privatization
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resilience through OVERLAYING
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15/11/2012

Schizophrenic Weather

Stress test #3_cl
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Welcome to Finow
Communist town in distress

Private storage
8 space
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Welcome to Finow 11/11/2012

Linda de Geus & Mark van den Ouden
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Labour Shortage 13/11/2012
Stress test #1_demography

resilience through ELASTICITY AND
REDUNDANCY
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14/11/2012
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Schizophrenic Weather
Stress test #3_climate change
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Burned land turns
into fertile land

truction

forest fires

15/11/2012

Resilience through SOFTNESS AND
PERMEABILITY .

When the weather becomes extreme, the softness
of the building blocks creates its resilience. Whether
freezing storms, forest fires or sand storms - the walls
of the blocks allow hail and snow damaging them;
fire to burn them — becoming fire-resistant (tree-core
effect) and the entering of sand dunes. A safe core
structure in the middle of the building is kept and
people can survive any kind of schizophrenic weather.
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Welcome to Fiirstenwalde

( Train station )
( Main Street )
( Park )

( Industrial area )
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Welcome to Furstenwalde

Afke Laarakker, Maciej Wieczorkowski and Trine Bglviken
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Labour Shortage
Stress test #1_demography
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Resilience through CAPILARITY
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14/11/2012

Pravatization
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Stress test #2_econom
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Schizophrenic Weather
Stress test # 3_climate change
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Resilience through TRANSFORMABILITY
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Welcome to Lubbenau
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Welcome to Lubbenau

Hybridization

Chen Jia, Kwong Chung Heng, Yip Hiu Sze
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13/11/2012

resilience through HYBRIDIZING IDENTITIES.

Labour Shortage
Stress test #1_demo
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14/11/2012

Privatization
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Schizophrenic Weather
Stress test #3_climate change

Housings
in different
vernacular styles

Large Building in
three different
vernacular styles
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Welcome to Gransee 16/11/2012
‘the most secure town in the county of Ruppin’
Danil Chekushkin & Bram Groeneveld & Liao,Chi Yi

Gransee

Regional Road

Swamp/ Marsh

i Supermaket
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Welcome to Gransee
‘the most secure town in the county of Ruppin’
Danil Chekushkin & Bram Groeneveld & Liao,Chi Yi
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Labour Shortage
Stress test #1_demography
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Privatization 16/11/2012
Stress test #2_economy
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Resilience through Permeability
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Schizophrenic Weather 16/11/2012
Stress test #3_climate change
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